
iowa tourism
Tourism continues to be an annual revenue generator for Iowa.
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•	 In 2016 the Iowa Tourism Industry impact 
was $8.23 billion, a 2.0% increase from 
2015.

•	 Five sectors increased significantly 
in 2016: public transportation (3.4%), 
lodging (4.5%), food service (4.3%), 
retail trade (4.6%), and entertainment 
and recreation (4.5%). 

•	 Total tax revenue generated by domestic 
travel increased 7.6%, largely because 
of lower gas prices spurring more gallons 
of gas purchases. Iowa’s gasoline tax 
rate is by gallon of gas.

•	 Total international visits to Iowa are 
forecast to grow 13.7% over the next five 
years.

•	 Iowa tourism supported 69,500 jobs in 
2016, an increase of 3.0%.

•	 Tourism supported jobs in several 
sectors: food service (26,000), 
entertainment and recreation (13,800), 
lodging (12,300), auto transportation 
(7,800), public transportation (5,300), 
general retail trade (3,600) and travel 
planning (800).

•	 Total payroll increased by 5.7% to nearly 
$1.4 billion. 

•	 On average, every dollar spent by 
domestic travelers produced 16.4 cents 
in payroll income for Iowa residents.
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